
HET Termly Plan for Year 6: Spring Term 

History: Note please refer ABC when planning your sequences of lessons  

A. Knowledge and understanding of 

chronology 

B. Historical enquiry (skill) – using 

evidence 

C. Interpretation of history 

- Understand how and the significance of 

placing previous periods of study, including 

current study, on a timeline and 

chronologically contextualise – e.g. provide 

temporal distance, AD/BCE, ancient world or 

other period labels e.g. Victorian, etc., and 

demonstrate their historical perspective by 

talking confidently about the time periods 

studied and how they relate to each other on 

the timeline.  

- Sequence many events from the period 

studied on a timeline talking confidently about 

the most significant events and people.  

- Recognise connections, contrasts and trends 

over time.  

- Know key dates, characters and events of the 

period studied. 

- Know and can use appropriately, a wide 

range of relevant historical vocabulary (See 

appendix A) 

- Understand that historical knowledge is 

constructed from a range of sources.  

- Skilfully devise historically valid research 

questions based on key concepts.  

- Recognise primary and secondary sources.  

- Identify omissions in an enquiry and suggest 

means to resolve them. 

- Having used a range of sources, select, 

organise and present structured and 

evidentially supported responses to historical 

questions/debates. 

- Demonstrate confidence in using accurate 

dates and historical terms using a range of 

methods including written accounts. 

- Recognise primary and secondary sources 

and understand their relative values in the 

context of the topics they are studying. 

- Consider the accuracy of 

sources/interpretations: fact, fiction and 

opinion.  

- Understand that different versions of the past 

may exist and can offer reasons for this.  

- Understand how different evidence could lead 

to different conclusions.  

- Compare and contrast sources and consider 

how these may impact on an interpretation of 

an event or how a person acted or the 

consequences of their actions.  

- Be aware of the potential impact of bias and 

why bias may have occurred. 

- Use an empathetic view of the past – viewing 

the past through the eyes of those who lived 

through it and be able to talk (hot seat) 

and/or write as though they are that person. 

- NB: A,B and C should contextualise the whole 

of this longitudinal study.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

History - 1st Half term  
Concept: Who were the 

Mayans? 
 

Vocabulary 
 

Historical Enquiry & 
Interpretation 

Resources & Notes  

Wk1:LO: How reliable is 

information? 

stand alone lesson on primary and 
secondary sources of information, 

how reliable it is.  
Understand why there might be 

different interpretations of the same 
event.  

This then needs to permeate 

through all further lessons 
Wk2:LO:TO place the Ancient 

Maya on a timeline 2600BCE 
and its decline and 

independence in 1821  

look at the continuity and change, 
who are they, where are they,  

Wk3:LO: What are the 
similarities & differences in 

Mayan society  
eg men and women, elite and poor, 

farmers & warriors, free-citizens and 

slaves. curriculum (for elite children) 
then and today  

fashion of then and today (inc 
headshaping, tattoos) 

WK4:LO: What was it like to be 

contrasting members of Maya 
society?  

using research from last week create 
empathetic accounts from 

contrasting areas of society  

archaic, pre-classic, Classic, post-

classic, colonial, independence, 

Legacy, hieroglyphics, symbols, 
codex, codices, Popol Vuh, calendar, 

the Long Count, Tzolkin days, 
Kingship, elite, commoner, serfs, 

slaves, Copan, archaeologists, 
palaces, temple-pyramids, nah, mud, 

limestone, thatch, plaza, festival, 

ceremony, sacrifice, priest, 
chocolate, tortillas, tamales, 

avocados, tomatoes, fruit, duck, 
eggs, squash, beans, maize papaya, 

chili peppers cacao, loincloths, skirts, 

manta, parrot feather jewellery, 
nose clay, drought, deforestation, 

epidemics, overpopulation, warfare, 
malnutrition, ‘relative status’ 

The importance and reliability of 

primary and secondary evidence.  

Place previous periods of study, 
including current study, on a timeline 

and refer to temporal difference 
between 

Use period labels eg Mayan, 
Victorian. 

Talk confidently about these aspects  

Know key dates, characters and 
events of the period studied. 

Use an empathetic view of the past.  
Skilfully devise historically valid 

research questions based on key 

concepts. 
Consider the accuracy of 

sources/interpretations: fact, fiction 
and opinion.  

Hero Twins - link to English - 

myths k 



Wk5:LO: What were the 

similarities and differences 

between common housing and 
the elite inc temples, pyramids 

and palaces   
include construction and materials  

Wk6:LO: To know about the 

significance of gods 
belief that the world is divided into 3 

sections - heaven, earth, underworld 
(this will be compared with 

Egyptians later)  
Wk7:LO: Know about the ritual 

significance of pok-ta-pok to the 

Maya civilisation.  
What evidence do we have of how it 

was played, how reliable are the 
sources.  

Wk8 &Wk9:LO: What are the 

similarities and differences 
between an aspect of Mayan 

and Egyptian culture   
Eg - religion, hieroglyphics, 

mathematics, gods, society,  
Wk10:LO: What was  the legacy 

of the Maya civilisation 

continuity & change  
eg mathematics, science,  

Maya still exist still living in the 
boundaries of the old empire 

food which is eaten remains part of 

the modern diet in countries such as 
Mexico 

 

 



Geography - Amazon Basin & 

South America  

1st Half term  
Concept  

 

Vocabulary 

 

Working Geographically  Resources 

WK1 LO: To compare London 
and Brasilia (continents, size, 

population, features such as 

rivers, mountains, land use) 
 

Wk2 LO: How has the amazon 
changed due to farming? 

 

LO3: To compare a local river to 
the Amazon and evaluate which 

is more important 

  Norfolk Rivers trust.org  

Geography  
2nd Half term  

Concept  

   

LO4: To describe the human 
impact of a globalized trade 

system and how choices we 
make affect others 

 

LO5: To identify issues in 
England and the wider world 

that impact of climate change 
 

LO6: To devise ways to 
influence how pupils and adults 

behave in England and the 

wider world to improve the local 
environment 

 

   



LO7: To write a strategy for a 

greener England and wider 

world 
 

LO8: To make changes and 
communicate the impact of the 

changes have had  

 
LO9: To research becoming a 

young ambassador for climate 
change (Greta Thunberg)  

(build up to Earth Day) 

 

 

Topic 1: Evolution & Inheritance  Vocabulary Working scientifically Resources 

1st Half term  
Concept:  

   

Wk1:LO: What can fossils teach 

us about evolution? 
discuss the concept of evolution. 

Look at a selection of fossils that 

show change over time in a specific 
species. 

Look at how fossils can tell us about 
extinct animals   

WK2:LO: How can we see 
evolution and inheritance within 

our own families  

Offspring are not usually identical to 
their parents 

WK3:LO: To understand that 
animals can change over time 

Characteristics can be inherited or 

caused by mutations. 

fossils, inhabited, offspring, adapted, 

environment, identical, biography, 
evolution, inherited, chronological, 

predator, prey, protection,defence, 

habitat, 

Reporting and presenting findings 

from enquiries, including 
conclusions, casual relationships and 

explanations of and a degree of trust 

in results, in oral and written forms 
such as displays and other 

presentations. 
Identifying scientific evidence that 

has been used to support or refute 
ideas or arguments. 

Photos of family members - possibly 

sent in via email or the google 
classroom platform. 



Sometimes the changes from 

generation to generation can be 

advantageous to make them better 
suited to their habitat. 

WK4:LO: To explain how a 
chosen animal has adapted to 

its habitat 

Some changes in animals can be 
advantages or disadvantages 

Adapting to suit a particular 
environment helps animals to 

survive. 
WK5:LO: To be able to write a 

biography of a famous scientist 

Lots of scientists have researched 
evolution for many years 

Charles Darwin, Mary Anning and 
Alfred Wallace are scientists who 

thought about evolution. 

 

 

Topic 2: Light  Vocabulary Working scientifically Resources 

1st Half term  

Concept:  

   

Wk1:LO:  To recognise that light 

appears to travel in straight 
lines 

WK2:LO: to explain how objects 
are seen 

use the idea that light travels in 

straight lines to explain that objects 
are seen because they give out or 

reflect light into the eye 
WK3:LO:.explain how light 

travels to allow us to see things 

reflection, travels, straight, reflect, 

light source, shadows, object, 
periscope, mirrors, spectrum 

  



explain that we see things because 

light travels from light sources to ur 

eyes or from light sources to objects 
and then to our eyes 

WK4:LO: Explore why shadows 
have the same shape as the 

objects that cast them 

WK5:LO: To design and make a 
periscope 

WK6:LO: To design and make a 
periscope  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RSE/PSHE Topic 1 - My Body  
1st Half of the Term  

 

Vocabulary    

Wk1 LO:Why it is important to 

keep the body clean 
‘How can I respect my body and the 

bodies of my friends and peers?’ 

Wk2 LO: How can people keep 
the body clean and healthy 

 
Wk3 LO: What should I expect 

during puberty? 
Discuss ways in which people can 

deal with or overcome emotions 

cultural identities  

racism 

stereotypes 

discrimination 

deodorant  

body odour 

Discuss ways in which people can 

deal with or overcome emotions 
experienced during puberty. 

 

‘How can I respect my body and the 
bodies of my friends and peers?’ 

 
‘Can I tell if friends or peers touches 

me inappropriately?’ 
 

‘How can I tell if I receive unwanted 

 



experienced during puberty. 
 

WK4 LO: What is Consent?  
 

and unkind message on my social 
media?’ 

Spring 2 - Understanding Others     

Wk 1 LO:What makes you the 
same as the person sitting next 

to you?’ 

 
Wk 2 LO: Is it our responsibility 

to fix other people’s problems?  
 

Wk 3 LO: How can we support 

others who might be finding 
things difficult? 

 
Wk 4 LO: How can we challenge 

some advice that we are given 

   

 


