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By the beginning of year 2, pupils should be able to read all common graphemes. They should be able to read unfamiliar words containing these graphemes, accurately and without undue hesitation, by sounding them out in books that 

are matched closely to each pupil’s level of word reading knowledge. They should also be able to read many common words containing GPCs taught so far [for example, shout, hand, stop, or dream], without needing to blend the 

sounds out loud first. Pupils’ reading of common exception words [for example, you, could, many, or people], should be secure. Pupils will increase their fluency by being able to read these words easily and automatically. Finally, pupils 

should be able to retell some familiar stories that have been read to and discussed with them or that they have acted out during year 1.  

During year 2, teachers should continue to focus on establishing pupils’ accurate and speedy word reading skills. They should also make sure that pupils listen to and discuss a wide range of stories, poems, plays and information books; 

this should include whole books. The sooner that pupils can read well and do so frequently, the sooner they will be able to increase their vocabulary, comprehension and their knowledge across the wider curriculum. 

In writing, pupils at the beginning of year 2 should be able to compose individual sentences orally and then write them down. They should be able to spell correctly many of the words covered in year 1 (see English Appendix 1). They 

should also be able to make phonically plausible attempts to spell words they have not yet learnt. Finally, they should be able to form individual letters correctly, so establishing good handwriting habits from the beginning.  

It is important to recognise that pupils begin to meet extra challenges in terms of spelling during year 2. Increasingly, they should learn that there is not always an obvious connection between the way a word is said and the way it is 

spelt. Variations include different ways of spelling the same sound, the use of so-called silent letters and groups of letters in some words and, sometimes, spelling that has become separated from the way that words are now 

pronounced, such as the ‘le’ ending in table. Pupils’ motor skills also need to be sufficiently advanced for them to write down ideas that they may be able to compose orally. In addition, writing is intrinsically harder than reading: pupils 

are likely to be able to read and understand more complex writing (in terms of its vocabulary and structure) than they are capable of producing themselves.  

For pupils who do not have the phonic knowledge and skills they need for year 2, teachers should use the year 1 programmes of study for word reading and spelling so that pupils’ word reading skills catch up. However, teachers should 

use the year 2 programme of study for comprehension so that these pupils hear and talk about new books, poems, other writing, and vocabulary with the rest of the class. 

National Curriculum Objectives  

Reading – Word Reading (Decoding) 
Pupils should be taught to:  
 continue to apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words until automatic decoding has become embedded and 

reading is fluent  

 read accurately by blending the sounds in words that contain the graphemes taught so far, especially recognising alternative sounds 
for graphemes  

 read accurately words of two or more syllables that contain the same graphemes as above  

 read words containing common suffixes  

 read further common exception words, noting unusual correspondences between spelling and sound and where these occur in the 
word  

 read most words quickly and accurately, without overt sounding and blending, when they have been frequently encountered  

 read aloud books closely matched to their improving phonic knowledge, sounding out unfamiliar words accurately, automatically 
and without undue hesitation  

 re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading 

Reading – Comprehension  
Pupils should be taught to:  
 develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by:  

o listening to, discussing and expressing views about a wide range of contemporary and classic poetry, stories and non-
fiction at a level beyond that at which they can read independently  

o discussing the sequence of events in books and how items of information are related  
o becoming increasingly familiar with and retelling a wider range of stories, fairy stories and traditional tales 
o being introduced to non-fiction books that are structured in different ways  
o recognising simple recurring literary language in stories and poetry  
o discussing and clarifying the meanings of words, linking new meanings to known vocabulary  
o discussing their favourite words and phrases  
o continuing to build up a repertoire of poems learnt by heart, appreciating these and reciting some, with appropriate 

intonation to make the meaning clear  

 understand both the books that they can already read accurately and fluently and those that they listen to by:  
o drawing on what they already know or on background information and vocabulary provided by the teacher  
o checking that the text makes sense to them as they read and correcting inaccurate reading  
o making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done  
o answering and asking questions  
o predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far  

 participate in discussion about books, poems and other works that are read to them and those that they can read for themselves, 
taking turns and listening to what others say  

 explain and discuss their understanding of books, poems and other material, both those that they listen to and those that they read 
for themselves. 

Writing – Transcription  
Pupils should be taught to:  
 spell by:  

o segmenting spoken words into phonemes and representing these by graphemes, spelling many correctly  
o learning new ways of spelling phonemes for which one or more spellings are already known, and learn some words with 

each spelling, including a few common homophones  
o learning to spell common exception words  
o learning to spell more words with contracted forms  
o learning the possessive apostrophe (singular) [for example, the girl’s book]  
o distinguishing between homophones and near-homophones  

Handwriting  
Pupils should be taught to:  
 form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another  

 start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to one 
another, are best left unjoined  

 write capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one another and to lower case letters  

 use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters. 
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 add suffixes to spell longer words, including –ment, –ness, –ful, –less, –ly  

 apply spelling rules and guidance, as listed in English Appendix 1  
o The /dʒ/ sound spelt as ge and dge at the end of words, and sometimes spelt as g elsewhere in words before e, i and y 

(badge, edge, age, huge, gem, giant, magic) 
o The /s/ sound spelt c before e, i and y (race, ice, cell, city, fancy) 
o The /n/ sound spelt kn and (less often) gn at the beginning of words (knock, know, knee, gnat, gnaw) 
o The /r/ sound spelt wr at the beginning of words (write, written, wrote, wrong, wrap) 
o The /l/ or /əl/ sound spelt –le at the end of words (table, apple, bottle, little, middle) 
o The /l/ or /əl/ sound spelt –el at the end of words (camel, tunnel, squirrel, travel, towel, tinsel 
o The /l/ or /əl/ sound spelt –al at the end of words (metal, pedal, capital, hospital, animal) 
o Words ending –il (pencil, fossil, nostril) 
o The /aɪ/ sound spelt –y at the end of words (cry, fly, dry, try, reply, July) 
o Adding –es to nouns and verbs ending in –y (flies, tries, replies, copies, babies, carries) 
o Adding –ed, –ing, –er and –est to a root word ending in –y with a consonant before it (copied, copier, happier, happiest, 

cried, replied …but copying, crying, replying) 
o Adding the endings – ing, –ed, –er, –est and –y to words ending in –e with a consonant before it (hiking, hiked, hiker, nicer, 

nicest, shiny) 
o Adding –ing, –ed, –er, –est and –y to words of one syllable ending in a single consonant letter after a single vowel letter 

(patting, patted, humming, hummed, dropping, dropped, sadder, saddest, fatter, fattest, runner, runny) 
o The /ɔ:/ sound spelt a before l and ll. The /ɔ:/ sound (‘or’) is usually spelt as a before l and ll.  (all, ball, call, walk, talk, 

always) 
o The /ʌ/ sound spelt o (other, mother, brother, nothing, Monday) 
o The /i:/ sound spelt –ey. The plural of these words is formed by the addition of –s (donkeys, monkeys, etc.) (key, donkey, 

monkey, chimney, valley) 
o The /ɒ/ sound spelt a after w and qu. a is the most common spelling for the /ɒ/ (‘hot’) sound after w and qu. (want, watch, 

wander, quantity, squash) 
o The /ɜ:/ sound spelt or after w. (word, work, worm, world, worth) 
o The /ɔ:/ sound spelt ar after w. (war, warm, towards) 
o The /ʒ/ sound spelt s (television, treasure, usual) 
o The suffixes –ment, –ness, –ful , –less and –ly. If a suffix starts with a consonant letter, it is added straight on to most root 

words without any change to the last letter of those words. Exceptions: (1) argument (2) root words ending in –y with a 
consonant before it but only if the root word has more than one syllable. (enjoyment, sadness, careful, playful, hopeless, 
plainness (plain + ness), badly merriment, happiness, plentiful, penniless, happily) 

o Words ending in –tion (station, fiction, motion, national, section) 
o write from memory simple sentences dictated by the teacher that include words using the GPCs, common exception 

words and punctuation taught so far) 

Writing – Composition  
Pupils should be taught to:  
 develop positive attitudes towards and stamina for writing by:  

o writing narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real and fictional) 
o writing about real events  
o writing poetry  
o writing for different purposes  

 consider what they are going to write before beginning by:  
o planning or saying out loud what they are going to write about  
o writing down ideas and/or key words, including new vocabulary  
o encapsulating what they want to say, sentence by sentence  

 make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their own writing by:  
o evaluating their writing with the teacher and other pupils  
o re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate time are used correctly and consistently, 

including verbs in the continuous form  
o proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for example, ends of sentences punctuated 

correctly]  
read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the meaning clear. 

Writing – Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation  
Pupils should be taught to:  
 develop their understanding of the concepts set out in English Appendix 2 by: 

o learning how to use both familiar and new punctuation correctly (see English Appendix 2), including full stops, capital letters, exclamation marks, question marks, commas for lists and apostrophes for contracted forms and the possessive (singular)  

 learn how to use:  
o sentences with different forms: statement, question, exclamation, command  
o expanded noun phrases to describe and specify [for example, the blue butterfly]  
o the present and past tenses correctly and consistently including the progressive form  
o subordination (using when, if, that, or because) and co-ordination (using or, and, or but)  
o the grammar for year 2 in English Appendix 2  
o some features of written Standard English  

 use and understand the grammatical terminology in English Appendix 2 in discussing their writing. 

 Formation of nouns using suffixes such as –ness, –er and by compounding [for example, whiteboard, superman] Formation of adjectives using suffixes  

 as –ful, –less (A fuller list of suffixes can be found in the year 2 spelling section in English Appendix 1)  

 Use of the suffixes –er, –est in adjectives and the use of –ly in Standard English to turn adjectives into adverbs 

 Terminology for pupils:  
o noun, noun phrase statement, question, exclamation, command compound, suffix adjective, adverb, verb tense (past, present) apostrophe, comma 

HEART Education Trust End of Year Outcomes:  
Reading: Pupils are able to discuss what they have read and make links to their own experiences. They retrieve information accurately and make inferences and predictions from what they have read. They are able to sequence 
events and summarise information from different parts of the text. They are able to discuss and comment upon the effect of an author’s choices, including word choice and language structure. They are motivated to read and 
enjoy arrange of text types. They monitor their own comprehension when reading and discuss new and ambitious vocabulary.  
Writing: Pupils are able to consistently punctuate sentences accurately, including the accurate demarcation of speech. The develop cohesion through a range of pronouns and fronted adverbials and structure texts through 
paragraphing as well as layout features in non-fiction texts. They are able to write at length, proof-read and edit what they have written and read aloud to others. They use expanded noun phrases to describe and specify and 
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employ the appropriate tense consistently. They use technical and formal vocabulary and maintain the tone of their writing – appropriate to the text type. Pupils use conjunctions in both co-ordination and subordination. 
Commas are used in lists and to demarcate clauses and after fronted adverbials. Handwriting is of a consistent side, legible and joined. Pupils present their work neatly, on the line and in a consistent style.  
Spoken Language: Pupils are able to confidently recite poems learnt by heart and read aloud their own and other’s writing. They use tone, intonation and expression and are able to dramatise texts and events to support and 
deepen their learning. They are able to take part in discussions about books and what they have read, commenting on personal preferences and known authors, drawing comparisons between different texts and text types.  

Autumn Spring Summer 

London  One Giant Leap  Africa Alive 

The Great Fire of London – Emma Adams (2 Weeks) 
Writing Outcome: Non-Chronological Report on the GFoL, poster on fire 
safety, diary entry in role 
Reading Comprehension: SATs style questions on core texts, listen to and 
discuss wide range of fiction and non-fiction, discuss word meaning, 
retrieve and record information, identify main ideas drawn from more 
than one paragraph and summarise these. Make inferences and 
predictions based on what has been read. Retrieve information 
accurately. Make links to own experiences. Explain and discuss their 
understanding of books. Explain authorial intent based on word choices 
and language structure. 
Grammar/Composition:  build writing stamina, write for different 
purposes, organise paragraphs around a theme, plan or say out loud what 
they are going to write, proof-read and edit own writing. Subordination 
and co-ordination with conjunctions, adverbials of time and manner, 
headings and subheadings, fronted adverbials of time, commas in lists 
and to mark clauses. Persuasive language, rhetorical questions, expanded 
noun phrases describe and specify; ambitious adjectives, verbs and 
adverbs including superlatives, consistent use of tense. Accurate use of 
pronouns and sentence punctuation.  
Key Vocabulary: plague,  
 
The Baker’s Boy/Fire Cat – (2 Weeks) 
Writing Outcome: retelling of own story/narrative newspaper report 
Reading Comprehension: SATs style questions on core texts, listen to and 
discuss wide range of fiction discuss word meaning, retrieve and record 
information, identify main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph 
and summarise these. Make inferences and predictions based on what 
has been read. Retrieve information accurately. Make links to own 
experiences. Explain and discuss their understanding of books. Explain 
authorial intent based on word choices and language structure.  
Grammar/Composition:  build writing stamina, write for different 
purposes, organise paragraphs around a theme, plan or say out loud what 
they are going to write, proof-read and edit own writing. Subordination 
and co-ordination with conjunctions, adverbials of time and manner, 
fronted adverbials of time, commas in lists and to mark clauses. Expanded 
noun phrases; ambitious adjectives, verbs and adverbs including 
superlatives, consistent use of present tense. Accurate use of pronouns 
and sentence punctuation. Demarcate speech. Use of similes and other 
figurative language to develop imagery. 
Key Vocabulary: 
 
A Walk in London – Salvatore Rubbino (2 Weeks) Use non-fiction texts 
to support retrieval of information about landmarks.  
Writing Outcome:.Persuasive writing – advertising London- tourist guide 

Man on The Moon – Simon Bartram (2 Weeks)  
Writing Outcome: Description of Bob’s Room/an Alien/a recount 
narrative,  
Reading Comprehension: SATs style questions on core texts Listen to and 
discuss views on familiar stories, sequence events in a book, recognise 
recurring literary language, discuss words and phrases and clarify 
meaning of new words, draw on what they already know, make 
inferences and predictions based on what they have read. Answering and 
asking questions, Explain ideas and discuss understanding of the book. 
Grammar/Composition:  write narratives about experiences of fictional 
characters, maintain consistent use of third person, adverbials of time 
and place, demarcated by commas. Plan or say aloud what they will write 
about. Use a range of pronouns to avoid repetition and accurately 
punctuate sentences. Use expanded noun phrases to describe and 
specify, verbs and adverbs for specific effect. Use apostrophe’s accurately 
for possession and omission.  
Key Vocabulary: 
Phonics/Spelling: Proof read spellings, spell most common exception 
words 
 
The Darkest Dark – Chris Hadfield (1 Week) Support biography writing 
with WAGOLLs and non-fiction texts.  
Writing Outcome: Neil Armstrong Biography 
Reading Comprehension: SATs style questions on core texts, retrieve 
information from different sections of the text. Link to own experiences, 
make inferences and predictions based on what they have read. Express 
their understanding of the text, ask and answer questions.  
Grammar/Composition:  consistent use of third person, and appropriate 
tense. Use of layout features appropriate to a biography – use of 
paragraphs to organise ideas. Use of pronouns to avoid repetition and 
add cohesion. Use adverbials of time. Adjectives to describe and specify, 
Verbs and adverbs chosen for effect. Formal tone maintained throughout. 
Conjunctions to co-ordinate and subordinate. Accurately punctuated 
sentences, including commas for lists and to separate clauses/fronted 
adverbials and apostrophes for possession.  
Key Vocabulary: 
Phonics/Spelling: Proof read spellings, spell most common exception 
words and taught patterns including suffixes.  
 
The Owl Who Was Afraid of The Dark – Jill Tomlinson (3 Weeks) 
Writing Outcome: character description, narrative – own animal afraid of 
something it ought not to be.  
Reading Comprehension: SATs style questions on core texts, ask and 
answer questions, link to their own experiences, make inferences and 
predictions based on what they have read, discuss authorial intent – 

The Butterfly Lion – Michael Morpurgo (3 Weeks)  
Writing Outcome: Newspaper report, short narrative/diary writing 
Reading Comprehension: SATs style questions on core texts Listen to and 
discuss views on familiar stories, sequence events in a book, recognise 
recurring literary language, discuss words and phrases and clarify 
meaning of new words, draw on what they already know, make 
inferences and predictions based on what they have read. Answering and 
asking questions, Explain ideas and discuss understanding of the book. 
Grammar/Composition:  write narratives about experiences of fictional 
characters, maintain consistent use of third person, adverbials of time 
and place, demarcated by commas. Plan or say aloud what they will write 
about. Use a range of pronouns to avoid repetition and accurately 
punctuate sentences. Use expanded noun phrases to describe and 
specify, verbs and adverbs for specific effect. Use apostrophe’s accurately 
for possession and omission. Use speech punctuation and group ideas 
together into paragraphs. 
Key Vocabulary: 
Phonics/Spelling: Proof read spellings – spell y2 words correctly.  
 
Writing Outcome: Discussion Text/Debate – Zoos – are they a good or 
bad thing? Animals in circus’ good or bad thing? 
Reading Comprehension: Conscience alley to dramatise and express 
opinions/views.  
Grammar/Composition: 
Key Vocabulary:  
Spellings: Proof read spellings, use apostrophes accurately and 
spellings/suffixes taught in Y2. 
 
Meerkat Mail – Emily Gravett (1 Weeks)  
Writing Outcome: Letter from Sunny/ diary entries  
Reading Comprehension: SATs style questions on core texts, retrieve 
information from the text, make inferences and predictions based on 
what has been read, become familiar with stories, discuss word meaning, 
make links with own experiences, draw on what they already know, 
answer and ask questions. Read words containing common suffixes.  
Grammar/Composition: Writing in role, letter is set out correctly and 
opens with an appropriate greeting, sentences consist of statements, 
maintaining the first person throughout. Sentences accurately 
demarcated, appropriate personal opinion and emotive language, similes 
and appropriate sign off to letter. Co-ordinating and subordinating 
conjunctions and fronted adverbials of time and place are used to convey 
the passing of time and add coherence. Content of letter draws on 
reading and activities based in the text. Events are sequenced 
chronologically and expanded noun phrases select ambitious and specific 
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Reading Comprehension: SATs style questions on core texts listen to and 
discuss wide range of fiction & non-fiction, answering and asking 
questions, use dictionaries and discuss word meaning, retrieve and record 
information, identify main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph 
and summarise these. Make inferences and predictions.  
Grammar/Composition:  build writing stamina, write for different 
purposes, organise paragraphs around a theme, plan or say out loud what 
they are going to write, proof-read and edit own writing. Subordination 
and co-ordination with conjunctions, adverbials of time and manner, 
headings and subheadings, fronted adverbials of time, commas in lists 
and to mark clauses. Persuasive language, rhetorical questions, expanded 
noun phrases; ambitious adjectives, verbs and adverbs including 
superlatives, consistent use of present tense. 
Key Vocabulary: Westminster, Buckingham Palace, Covent Garden, St 
Paul’s Cathedral, The Monument, The London Eye, Big Ben 
 
Katie in London – James Mayhew (2 weeks) 
Writing Outcome: Retelling of own version - narrative 
Reading Comprehension: SATs style questions on core texts, listen to and 
discuss wide range of fiction, discuss word meaning, retrieve and record 
information, identify main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph 
and summarise these. Make inferences and predictions based on what 
has been read. Retrieve information accurately. Make links to own 
experiences. Explain and discuss their understanding of books.  
Grammar/Composition:  build writing stamina, write for different 
purposes, organise paragraphs around a theme, plan or say out loud what 
they are going to write, proof-read and edit own writing. Subordination 
and co-ordination with conjunctions, adverbials of time and manner, 
fronted adverbials of time, commas in lists and to mark clauses. Expanded 
noun phrases; ambitious adjectives, verbs and adverbs, consistent use of 
past tense. Accurate sentence punctuation, speech punctuation. 
Key Vocabulary: Westminster, Buckingham Palace, Covent Garden, St 
Paul’s Cathedral, The Monument, The London Eye, Big Ben 
 
Poetry Unit – Fire (The Phoenix)  (1 Week)  
Writing Outcome: Own poem 
Reading Comprehension: SATs style questions on core texts, listen to and 
discuss wide range of poems, discuss word meaning, retrieve and record 
information, identify main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph 
and summarise these. Make inferences and predictions based on what 
has been read. Retrieve information accurately. Make links to own 
experiences. Explain and discuss their understanding of books and what 
they have read, discuss authorial intent, including word choices and 
language structure.  
Grammar/Composition:  Use of similes and other figurative language to 
develop imagery, including metaphors and personification.  
Key Vocabulary: 
 
If complete a trip to London/Strangers Hall – Write a recount of the 
experience (2 Weeks) 

choices of vocabulary and language structure. Retrieve information 
accurately, sequence and summarise from different points in the story.  
Grammar/Composition:  build writing stamina, sequence events, use 
accurate sentence punctuation including apostrophes for possession and 
omission as well as speech punctuation. Use conjunctions to co-ordinate 
and subordinate. Use ambitious adjectives to describe and specify. Use 
verbs and adverbs for effect and literary language such as similes and 
metaphors. Use fronted adverbials of time and place, demarcated with 
commas and commas in lists. Consistent use of tense and person, use of 
pronouns to avoid repetition.  
Key Vocabulary: 
Phonics/Spelling: Proof read spellings, spell most common exception 
words 
 
Rosie Revere Engineer - (2 Weeks)  
Writing Outcome: Instruction Text – their own invention/DT project – 
where possible evidence an activity the pupil has experienced.  
Reading Comprehension: SATs style questions on core texts, retrieve 
information from different sections of a non-fiction text. Discussing and 
clarifying the meanings of words, linking new meanings to known 
vocabulary. Knowing the non-fiction features of headings, bullet points 
etc and their purpose/effect on the reader, ask and answer questions. 
Grammar/Composition:  technical vocabulary, specific adjectives, 
adverbs and verbs that are ambitious and chosen for effect. Paragraphs 
grouped around a theme, headings and subheadings, adverbials of time 
and manner. Bullet points, diagrams, method logically sequenced, 
numbered steps, imperative verbs. Use questions as 
headings/subheadings – accurately punctuated sentences including 
question marks. Co-ordinating conjunctions to advise caution and link 
sequential actions (but don’t reach the edges…but stop before you reach 
the top, draw a square on top of the middle tower and draw a triangle on 
top of the square), subordination to explain/offer warnings.  
Key Vocabulary:  
Phonics/Spelling: Proof read spellings, use apostrophes accurately and 
spellings/suffixes taught in Y2. 
 
Until I Met Dudley – Chris Riddell (2 Weeks)  
Writing Outcome: Explanation text – own invention/DT project.  
Reading Comprehension: SATs style questions on core texts. Discussing 
and clarifying the meanings of words, linking new meanings to known 
vocabulary. Knowing the non-fiction features of headings, bullet points 
etc. Retrieve and record information from different places in non-fiction 
texts.  
Skill focus in writing: Writing for different purposes. Accurately 
punctuated sentences, using time conjunctions to order and imperative 
verbs. In addition, use of casual conjunctions because and so will develop 
ideas. Writing will include introductory paragraph before the instructions. 
Also look at pictures and captions to use the present progressive. 
Grammar focus: the present and past tenses (revision) correctly and 
consistently including the progressive form. Can use this in explanation 
e.g. When you are cutting, remember…… 

adjectives. Specific use of verbs and adverbs to describe accurately, 
Conversational tone is established through the use of questions.   
Key Vocabulary: Kalahari Desert, Meerkat,  
Phonics/Spelling: Proof read spellings, use apostrophes accurately and 
spellings/suffixes taught in Y2.  
 
Nelson Mandela – Long Walk to Freedom (Illustrated) (1 Weeks)  
Writing Outcome: Biography of Nelson Mandela. 
Reading Comprehension: SATs style questions on core texts, retrieve 
information from different sections of a non-fiction text. Discussing and 
clarifying the meanings of words, linking new meanings to known 
vocabulary. Knowing the non-fiction features of headings, bullet points 
etc and their purpose/effect on the reader, ask and answer questions. 
Grammar/Composition:  coherence supported through the organisation 
of information into brief sections, with subheadings and questions as 
subheadings. Statements are used to convey Consistent use of tense with 
correct use of the past tense throughout, coordination used to link 
related nouns and explain using subordination. Accurately punctuated 
sentences, including commas in lists and apostrophes for 
omission/possession and speech punctuation correctly employed. 
Handwriting is joined and legible.  
Key Vocabulary: Nelson Mandela, president, black, South Africa, prison, 
human rights, racial prejudice, peace, segregation, treason, 
demonstration, life sentence, hard labour, Nobel Peace Prize 
Phonics/Spelling: Proof read spellings, spell most common exception 
words 
 
Africa is Not a Country - (2 Weeks)  
Writing Outcome: Non-chronological Report/Information Leaflet on 
Africa 
Reading Comprehension: SATs style questions on core texts, retrieve 
information from different sections of a non-fiction text. Discussing and 
clarifying the meanings of words, linking new meanings to known 
vocabulary. Knowing the non-fiction features of headings, bullet points 
etc and their purpose/effect on the reader, ask and answer questions.  
Grammar/Composition:  coherence supported through the organisation 
of information into brief sections, with subheadings and questions as 
subheadings. (Where is Africa? What are the features…? What do they 
eat?) Statements are used to convey information (There are giant 
handfuls of man-made buildings in X. They love dancing and festivals.) 
Consistent use of tense with correct use of the simple present 
throughout. (Africa is a continent made up of x countries. Subject-specific 
vocabulary supports the purpose of writing (continent, country, and 
equator), coordination used to link related nouns and explain using 
subordination (spices and herbs, They dream about the wet season 
because…). Accurately punctuated sentences, including commas in lists 
and apostrophes for omission/possession spell most common exception 
words. Handwriting is joined and legible.  
Key Vocabulary: continent, country, equator  
Phonics/Spelling: Proof read spellings  
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Grammar/Composition:   
Key Vocabulary: 
Phonics/Spelling: Proof read spellings, use apostrophes accurately and 
spellings/suffixes taught in Y2. 
 
If a trip/visit – recount writing – additional poetry unit on ‘the dark’ or 
space.  

Writing Outcome: Create a What am I? riddle based on African 
animals. 
Reading Comprehension: recognising simple recurring literary 
language in poetry. Making inferences on the basis of what is being 
said and done. Answering and asking questions. Predicting what might 
happen on the basis of what has been read so far. 
Grammar/Composition: writing poetry. make simple additions, revisions 
and corrections to their writing by: evaluating their writing with the 
teacher and other pupils. Handwriting focus – write up riddles for display. 
Introduce subordination – When I move, you can…. Revisit word class 
work to support descriptions. 
Spellings:  
 
Amazing Grace – Mary Hoffman (2 Weeks) Bringing The Rain to Kapiti 
Plain – multicultural text opportunity.  
Writing Outcome:  
Reading Comprehension: SATs style questions on core texts 
Grammar/Composition:   
Key Vocabulary: 
Phonics/Spelling: Proof read spellings 
 
 

X – Curricular Links  
DT – baking bread/biscuits  
History – chronology and timeline of plague and GFoL 
Geography – mapping of London and the UK 
Visits – visit London, follow path of fire/visit modern landmarks 

X – Curricular Links  
Science: Space – the planets, phases of the moon.  
History: the Moon Landing, focus on Neil Armstrong The invention of the 
Internet – Tim Berners Lee  
Music: War of the Worlds/Holst’s planets  
Art: Marbling art – art linked to Holst’s planets, balloon paper maché 
models of the planets. Chalk/pastels.  
DT: Project – linked to Mars Rover – moving cars. 
Visits: visiting planetarium, Sainsbury’s Centre, Science museum, BAE 
systems robotics – link to Mars Rover.  

X – Curricular Links  
Art – African art, including masks 
Music: African drumming – visitors in 
Geography: Name the countries of Africa, the world’s continents and 
oceans, flags of Africa, use maps, globes and atlases.  
Visits: trip to Africa Alive 

 


