
Geography: Progression in understanding, skills, and knowledge November 2020 
 
By the end of 
Year 6 what 

does a 
typical 

geographer 
look like? 

 

Will understand that:  

 Geography explains how the Earth’s features are shaped, interconnected and change over time. 

 Human beings have a significant impact on the geography of the Earth and can change their environment for better or for worse. 

 There are natural forces that shape the environment and can impact on people’s lives. 

 Geographers’ differ in their opinions of how human actions can change the Earth and that some sources are more reliable than others.  
Will have knowledge of: 

 Diverse places, people, resources, and natural and human environments. 

 Their local environment including its human and physical characteristics. 

 Global environments including their human and physical characteristics. 

 The topics they study from R to Y6, remembering key information. 

Will be able to:  
 Consider and pursue geographical enquiry questions by selecting, gathering and organising evidence and data from a range of sources including 

fieldwork.  
 Give an opinion and give reasons for their opinions. 

 Interpret a range of sources of geographical information including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs, and Geographical Information 

Systems (GIS)  
 Talk about and write reasoned, informed responses using source material.  

Talk about similarities and differences between their own environment and contrasting environments: Norfolk, UK and global. 

Teacher 
expectations 

 Make sure that there is enough time to develop understanding of geography’s key concepts such as the interaction between physical and human 

processes. 

 Make sure that teachers plan the development of geographical knowledge, skills and key concepts enabling pupils to be curious and use critical 
thinking.   

 Have high expectations for the quality of writing and presentation of work.  

 Make strong connections with literacy, including reading, research skills and non-chronological report writing and across other areas of the 

curriculum where links are meaningful.  
 Make sure that pupils can always explain what they have found and why they think this is the case. 

Attitudes 

and 
behaviour 

for learning 

In all year groups we will: 

 Enable pupils to develop positive attitudes to their work in geography.  

 Support pupils in how to manage when things go wrong and how to reflect on their thinking, adapt and develop their ideas. 

 Encourage pupils to work in a careful way with growing confidence and concentration and to be unafraid of challenge. 

 Teach the vocabulary of geography and encourage pupils to use this vocabulary when talking about their own and their peers’ work and ideas. 

Curriculum 
organisation 

Each geography theme has a section for key vocabulary to be introduced during the theme. Often key vocabulary will be repeated across all year groups so 
that pupils can talk about their work in geography using the correct terminology.  

Thinking like a geographer is the golden thread that works across every aspect of geography.  
Geography is an enquiry led subject that seeks answers to fundamental questions such as: 

 Where is this place? 

 What is it like, and why? 

 How and why is it changing? 

 How does this place compare with other places? 

 How and why are places connected? 



 
 

 

It is also imperative that a geographer doesn’t just answer questions but also asks and debates them: 

 What could/should the world be like in the future? 

 What can we do to influence change? 

 Under each topic key concepts and approaches will be given. Resources required for each theme are noted. The end of Year 2, 4, 6 
expectations are guidance from the Geological Association. 

 EYs Year 1  Year 2  Year 3  Year 4  Year 5  Year 6  

Contextual 
world 

knowledge 
of: 

locations, 

places,  
and 

geographical 
features 

Sound 

and Light 

- 

Festivals 

By end Y2 

Have simple locational knowledge about 

individual places and environments, 

especially in the local area, but also in the 

UK and wider world. 

By end Y4 

Have begun to develop a framework of world 

locational knowledge, including knowledge of 

places in the local area, UK and wider world, and 

some globally significant physical and human 

features. 

By end Y6 

Have a more detailed and extensive 

framework of knowledge of the world, 

including globally significant physical and 

human features and places in the news. 

Autumn  Dream jobs  

 

London 

 

Stone Age to 

Bronze Age 

 

Autumn 

World War II 

 

Final Frontier 

Space Race 

 

Crime and 

punishment 

 

  What are the 

jobs in my local 

area? 

What jobs do 

our parents 

have? Would it 

be different 

somewhere 

else? 

(understanding) 

Locational 
knowledge. 

Locate London on a 

map of England. 

Locate London on a 

map of Eastern England 

Place knowledge. 

Know and describe key 

similarities and 

differences between 

London and Norwich 

e.g. population, areas 

of settlement – central 

and suburbs 

- know and describe 

types of transport 

in Norwich and 

London  

Locational 
Knowledge   

Know the location of 

key Stone Age and 

Bronze Age sites e.g. 

Stonehenge 

And important stone 

age sites in Norfolk: 

locate certain places 

on UK map 

- Sea-Henge at 

Holme-next-the-sea 

- Wareham Camp 

- Grimes Graves 

And important Stone 

Age Sites in England  

- Stonehenge 

- Avebury  

- Chysauster 

Locational Knowledge   

Know the location of all 

the countries involved in 

WWII and those that 

were neutral 

On a world map locate 

the countries which were 

part of the allies (UK, 

USA, France, Russia) 

and the axis (Germany, 

Italy, Japan)  and which 

were neutral 

(Switzerland, Sweden, 

Spain)  

Knowledge: mark key 

locations on a world 

map. Locate these key 

places on appropriate 

maps 

Locational 
Knowledge   

Locate the 

countries involved 

in the space race 

Sputniks Launch 

site – Gagarin's 

Start 

Launch site of 

Gagarin 

- Baikonur 

Cosmodrome – 

Southern 

Kazakhstan  

Launch site of 

first moon landing 

– Cape Canaveral 

Florida USA 

 

Locational 
Knowledge   

Locate the countries 

involved in the slave 

trade.  

For example: 

Senegal, Gambia, 

Angola, Congo, Mali, 

Guinea Bissau  

Locate the countries 

slaves were exported 

to for example: 

Brazil, Cuba, UK, 

Jamaica, Haiti, USA, 

Canada,  

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

UK – Downing Street 

Underground Station 

Bletchley Park  

RAF Coltishall 

London - morale 

Germany –  

Nuremberg 

Eagle's Nest in 

Berchtesgaden 

Vorbunker/ 

Fuhrerbunker 

France –  

Normandy  

Oradour-Sur-Glane 

USA –Pearl Harbour  

Los Alamos  

Russia - Saint Petersburg 

Stalin Line 

For all the 

above locations 

gain the 

following place 

knowledge: 

 climate  

 population 

 transport 

links 

educational 

institutes 

nearby  

 

Key 
vocabulary 

   Map 

 Globe 

 Similarity/Difference 

 capital 

 Location 

 Route  

 Human geography 

 Physical geography 

 Construct 

 Direction 

 

 Survive 

 Glacier 

 Climate 

 Agriculture  

 Settlement 

 Trade 

 Distribution 

 Flint 

 Shelter 

 Sedimentary 

 Hill fort 

 Landmass 

 Landmark 

 Maps 

 Reference 

 

 Europe 

 Germany 

 Russia 

 Canada 

 America 

 Environmental region 

 Rural 

 Urban 

 Grid reference 

 Trade 

 Industry 

 Transport 

 Diplomacy 

 Border 

 OS Map 

 Route  

 Population 

 Sea level  

 Settlement  

 Tourist 

 Industry 

 Products 

 landscape 

 Slave trade 

 Indigenous 

 Naturalized 

 Migrate 

 Disperse 

 Natural resources 

 

Spring  Norfolk 

 

One Giant Leap 

 

Romans 

 

Ancient Greeks 

 

Ancient Egypt 

 

Amazon Basin and 

South America 



 
 

 

 

  Where in the 

world? 

Locational 
Knowledge  

Using world maps 

locate the 

different 

continents. 

Locate on which 

continent the UK 

is.  

Use UK maps to 

name and locate 

the different 

countries that 

make up the UK. 

Find the capital 

cities of the UK. 

Find Norfolk on a 

UK map  

Locate Norwich, 

Kings Lynn and 

Great Yarmouth 

on a map.  

Locate key 

physical and 

human features of 

Norfolk (rivers, 

broads, beaches, 

towns, city) 

Know how people 

can travel 

between these 

locations e.g. car, 

train, bus, taxi 

Know the 

difference 

Locational 
Knowledge  

Locate USA on world 

map 

Locate specific features 

of the USA (longest 

river, highest mountain, 

largest city, largest 

delta, largest arable 

land, largest desert, 

largest glacier) 

Locate specific states of 

interest to the space 

race on USA map – 

Florida, Texas, 

Washington, Alabama,  

On a map of Florida 

locate where the 

Kennedy Space Centre 

is and other key 

features of Florida 

Locational 
Knowledge: 

Understand the size 

and scope of the 

Roman Empire – 

locate key cities and 

place key physical 

features of the 

Roman empire 

(mountain ranges, 

rivers, seas, fertile 

grounds) on a map 

of the Roman 

empire: 

Rome  

Battle of Alesia  

Merida  

Nimes 

Constantinople  

Hadrian’s wall 

The Punic War 

 

 

 

Place Knowledge: 

Know the size and scope 

of the Greek Empire – 

look at ancient maps of 

the Greek Empire and 

compare it with modern 

maps, what is the same 

what is different? 

Locational 
Knowledge: 

Athens  

Acropolis  
Parthenon  

Rhodes 
Delphi  

Corinth 

Mycenae 
Olympia    

Mount Olympus  

Locational 
Knowledge  

Locate the 

following key 

places on a map 

of Egypt 

Pyramids of Giza 

Valley of the 

Kings 

Nile Delta 

Nile 

White Nile  

Blue Nile 

Alexandria  

Great Sphinx  

Rosetta  

Memphis  

Thebes  

 

 

 

Locational and 
place knowledge  

Compare and 

contrast a location in 

the UK and a location 

in South America 

 

Chose a specific 

location in the UK 

(not local) and a 

specific location in 

South America and 

look at significant 

human and physical 

aspects: 

Populations, cities, 

mountains, rivers, 

deltas, etc 

 Compare and 

contrast the two 

locations. Size, 

location, population, 

land use, city layout. 

 

Look at how land use 

is different in 

different locations. 

Compare how land 

use in the UK and 

the land use in South 

America is different. 

Look at percentages 

used for farming  

Know how land is 

used in the following 

locations:  

London 



 
 

 

between public 

and private 

transport – 

Brasilia  

 

Key 

vocabulary 

  Navigation  

 Direction 

 Countries 

 Globe 

 Map 

 Continent 

 Ocean 

 Atlas 

 Route 

 Compass 

 Map 

 Key 

 Environment 

 Locate 

 Aerial 

 Surrounding 

 Human 

geography 

 Physical 
geography  

 Landmark 

 Symbols  

 

 Satellite 

 Aerial 

 Globe 

 World 

 Ocean  

 Environment 

 Universe 

 Orbit 

 Atmosphere 

 Evaporate 

 

 Europe 

 Africa 

 Climate 

 Thames 

 Capital  

 Rivers 

 Northern 

 Aqueduct 

 Northern 
hemisphere 

 Latitude  

 Longitude 

 Encampment 

 Boundaries 

 Population 

 States  

 Regions 

 Counties 

 Industry 

 Peninsula 

 Earthquake 

 Broads 

 National Park  

 Fault 

 Epicenter 
 Magnitude 

 Mantle 

 Tremor 

 Seismic 

 Richter scale 

 Tectonic 

 Pyramid 

 Delta 

 Erosion 

 Source 

 Precipitation 

 Drought 

 Water cycle 

 Gradients 

 Transport 
 Deposition 

 Management 

 Climate  

 Irrigation 

 Upper/Lower 

 Continent 

 Terrain 

 Contour lines 

 Sub-continent  

 Mouth  

 Meander 

 Flood plain 

 Confluence 

 Transportation 

 deposition 

 territory 

 agriculture 

 deforestation 

 equilibrium 

 sustainability 

 ecosystem 

 climate 

 longitude/latitude 

 equator 
 hemisphere 

 biomes 

 economy 

 preservation 

 diversity 

 canopy 

 vegetation 

 sustainability  

 canopy (trees) 

 vegetation belts 

  

Summer Mini-

beasts 1 

Journeys 

and 

explorers 

2 

Poles Apart 

Enquiry 
question – 

Where are the 
poles and what 
is the weather 
like? 

 

Name and locate 

the world’s seven 

Africa Alive 

Key research – 

Compare a location in 

UK and a non-European 

country  

Locate and name the 

seven continents and 

five oceans have an 

idea of what they look 

like and be able to 

name specific countries 

Summer holidays  

Locational 
knowledge  

Locate key 

countries in 

Europe. 

Place the UK on a 

map of Europe  

Continents and 

Oceans 

Locational Knowledge 

– be able to recognize 

the outlines of the 

continents and find 

and name key 

countries and cities. 

Know why does the 

Earth has different 

climates 

Anglo Saxons 

and Vikings 

Locational 
Knowledge  

Locate the Anglo-

Saxon Kingdoms 

on a 

contemporary 

identify which 

modern 21 

century counties 

Monsters of 

Nature 

Locational 
Knowledge  

Locate the eight 

main plates on a 

world map with 

movement arrows: 

North American 

Plate, Eurasian Plate, 

Pacific Plate, South 



 
 

 

continents and 

five oceans 

Know and 

describe the key 

physical features 

in England and 

the North and 

South Pole  

Name key 

features in each 

place.  

 

Know and 

describe the key 

physical features 

in England and 

the North and 

South Pole  

 

South Pole Key 

Features: 

South Pole 
East Antarctica 

West Antarctica 
Weddell Sea 

Ross Sea 

Ronne Ice Shelf 
Ross Ice Shelf 

Larsen Ice Shelf 
Vinson Massif 

Transantarctic 
Mountains 

Mt Erebus 

 

UK: 

Ben Nevis  

River Severn  

Thames 

in each of the 

continents UK, USA. 

Brazil, Australia, China, 

South Africa,  

Locate key features of 

the UK and South 

Africa (cities, airports, 

mountains, rivers, 

plains,) 

Describe the similarities 

and differences using 

geographical language 

 

Identify seasonal and 

daily weather patterns 

in the UK and in South 

Africa –explain why 

these changes have 

come about in the last 

50 years? 

 

 

 

Find and name 

different countries in 

Europe 

Locate key physical 

features of countries 

in Europe (largest 

forest, highest 

mountain, largest 

river, largest city, 

longest coastline) 

 

Find different biomes 

(freshwater, 

marine, savanna, tropical 

rainforest, temperate 

rainforest, and taiga) in 

relation to latitude and 

longitude. 

 

Locate the following 

significant physical 

geography points on a 

world map:  

Highest mountain, 

largest forest, longest 

mountain range, largest 

desert, hottest place, 

coldest place, 

Identify the position os 

and know the 

significance of latitude, 

longitude, Equator, 

Northern Hemisphere, 

Southern Hemisphere, 

the Tropics of Cancer 

and Capricorn, Arctic 

and Antarctic CircleNor, 

the Prime/Greenwich 

Meridian and time zones 

(including day and night) 

are incorporated 

in these 

Kingdoms. 

Look at the 

similarities and 

differences of 

Norfolk and one 

other county. Use 

maps, population 

knowledge, 

transportation  

 

 

 

 

American Plate, 

African Plate, Indian 

Plate, Australian 

Plate, Antarctic Plate 

Locate these specific 

features created by 

the tectonic plate: 

boundaries mountain 

ranges, volcanoes, 

ocean trenches, new 

landmasses, 

earthquakes 



 
 

 

England  

Scotland 

Wales 

Northern Ireland 

London 

 

Key 

vocabulary 
  Coastline 

 Erosion 

 cliff 

 sea front 

 impermeable 

 permeable 

 preservation 

 conservation 

 defences 

 deposit 

 

 Continent 

 Similarities & 
differences 

 Vegetation 

 island 

 Map 

 Ocean 

 Township 

 Climate 

 Industry 

 Regions 

 Routes 

 Population 

 Amenities 

 Land degradation 

 Erosion 

 Commuter belt 

 Relocation 

 Development 

 Transport 

 Employment  

 Representation 

 topography  

 land-use 

 

 Northern 

Hemisphere 

 Southern 

Hemisphere 

 Meridian  

 Equator 

 Latitude 

 Longitude  

 Glacier 

 Fjord 

 Economy 

 Scandinavia 

 Coastline 

 Iceland 

 Household 

 Coastline 

 Agriculture 

 Trade 

 Routes 

 River 

 Ocean 
• 8-point 

compass 
• Maps 

•Fieldwork 

•Natural resources 

• Ordnance Survey 

• distance 
• scale 

• grid reference 

• symbols 
• urban 

• rural 
• land use 

• congestion 

• pollution 
• tectonic plates 

 Subterranean  

 

  



 
 

 

Understanding 
human and 

physical 
geography e.g.  

conditions, 
processes, and 

interactions to 

explain 
features, 

distribution 
patterns and 

changes over 

time and space 

 By end Y2: 

Show understanding by describing the places 

and features they study using simple 

geographical vocabulary, identifying some 

similarities and differences and simple patterns 

in the environment. 

By end Y4 

Demonstrate their knowledge and 
understanding of the wider world by 

investigating places beyond their 
immediate surroundings, including human 

and physical features and patterns, how 

places change and some links between 
people and environments. They become 

more adept at comparing places, and 
understand some reasons for similarities 
and differences. 

 

By end Y6 

Understand in some detail what a 

number of places are like, how and why 

they are similar and different, and how 

and why they are changing. They know 

about some spatial patterns in physical 

and human geography, the conditions 

which influence those patterns, and the 

processes which lead to change. They 

show some understanding of the links 

between places, people and 

environments. 

 Throughout pupil’s education in the HEART trust we would like them to have a key understanding of climate change and the affects that 

this is having on the world currently and how it could affect the pupils in the future. Each year group with have an enquiry question which 

will be used to delve deeply into the idea of climate change and how we can positively influence the world. This work will be in addition to 

any other geography and can be linked with PSHE 

 EYs Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

  Reduce – reuse – 

recycle – ks1 

 

Understand what 

each word means 

Understand how 

we can make a 

difference by the 

choices we make.  

Reduce – reuse – 

recycle – ks1 

 

Consolidate 

understanding of 

Reduce, recycle and 

reuse 

Create a reduce, 

reuse, recycle day 

for Year 2 – this 

could include 

creating artwork 

from recyclable 

material, a clothes 

swap, creating 

pledges to reduce 

there use of water 

(by turning taps of 

etc) 

Understand that 

human actions 

impact on 

climate change 

Know the issues 

at school that 

impact on 

climate change 

Devise ways to 

influence how 

pupils and adults 

behave in the 

school 

environment 

Write a strategy 

for a greener 

school 

Work with pupils 

and adults to 

make changes 

Understand that 

human actions 

impact on 

climate change 

Know the issues 

at home and in 

the wider family 

that impact on 

climate change 

Devise ways to 

influence how 

adults at home 

and in the wider 

family behave to 

improve the 

local 

environment 

Write a strategy 

for a greener 

family 

Understand that 

human actions 

impact on 

climate change 

Know the issues 

in Norwich/ the 

local district 

(Lingwood) that 

impact on 

climate change 

Devise ways to 

influence how 

pupils and adults 

behave in 

Norwich and the 

district 

environment 

Write a strategy 

for a greener 

Understand that 

human actions 

impact on 

climate change 

Know the issues 

in England and 

the wider world 

that impact on 

climate change 

Devise ways to 

influence how 

pupils and 

adults behave in 

the England and 

the wider world 

Write a strategy 

for a greener 

England (and 

wider world) 



 
 

 

Communicate 

what they have 

done and the 

impact  

Work with 

family to make 

changes 

Communicate 

what they have 

done and the 

impact 

Norwich and 

local district 

Work with pupils 

and adults to 

make changes 

Communicate 

what they have 

done and the 

impact 

Work with 

pupils and 

adults to make 

changes 

Communicate 

what they have 

done and the 

impact 

Look at 

becoming young 

ambassadors for 

climate change.  

Research Greta 

Thunberg. Find 

out about her 

influence on 

international 

environmental 

policy 

Vocabulary  Reduce – reuse – 

recycle, choices, 

making a difference 

Reduce – reuse – 

recycle, pledge, swap, 

choices,  

 

Reduce – reuse – 

recycle, influence, 

change behaviours, 

raise awareness, 

‘green’ agenda, 

issues 

Reduce – reuse – 

recycle, influence, 

change behaviour, 

raise awareness, 

‘green’ agenda, 

issues 

Reduce – reuse – 

recycle, influence, 

change behaviours, 

raise awareness, 

‘green’ agenda, 

devise, local, 

national 

Reduce – reuse – 

recycle, influence, 

change 

behaviours, raise 

awareness, ‘green’ 

agenda, change 

ambassador, 

strategies, 

strategy, devise, 

national, 

international 

Autumn Sound and Light 

– Festivals 2 
Dream jobs London Stone Age to 

Bronze Age 

World War II Final Frontier 

Space Race 

Crime and 

punishment 

  Enquiry question 

What are the jobs 
likely to be in the 
future? (link to wind 

farms – reusable 

energy) 

Enquiry question 

What are the 
similarities and 
differences between 
Norwich and 
London? 

Enquiry question 

Why did Stone 
Age settlers 
settle in the 
location they 
chose? 

Enquiry question 
Why were 
certain areas 
chosen by the 
Luftwaffe?  

Enquiry 

question Using 
and applying 
knowledge of 
locations: 

Enquiry question 

– Why were 
slaves 
transported from 
one location to 
another? 



 
 

 

 

Understand that the 

world is changing 

Explain that the jobs 

in the future could be 

different to now 

 

 

Understand and give 

examples of vocab of: 

city, town, house, 

office, shop for 

Norwich and London 

Understand What is 

the same and what is 

different about the 

transport links in 

Norwich and London.  

Understand why 

London has more 

methods of transport 

than Norwich 

Explain the similarities 

and differences using 

specific vocabulary  

Understand and 

describe the 

physical features 

that helped 

humans settle 

Understand the 

human features 

that might hinder 

humans settling 

Explain why rivers 

were vitally 

important to Stone 

age settlers 

Understand and 

explain Why did 

people chose 

certain locations 

over others 

 

Understand the 

impact of humans 

on the landscape: 

After humans 

settled what 

happened to the 

landscape? 

Understand the 

difference between 

unpopulated areas 

and populated 

areas,  

Explain how and 

why they are 

different  

 

Why were 
certain areas 
chosen by the 
RAF? 

Understand the 

reasons behind the 
places chosen 

Describe the 
locations using 

geographical 
terminology 

Recognize that 

areas of 

importance in both 
countries had 
similarities  

 Understand why 

land boundaries 
and sea boundaries 

made a difference 
in WW2 

Explain why 

locations were 

chosen for rocket 

and space shuttle 

launches: 

Understand what 

longitude and 

latitude are 

Understand and 

explain about 

climate and how it 

affects location 

Understand and 

explain about 

climate and how it 

affects population 

Understand and 

explain about 

climate and how it 

affects transport 

links and 

educational 

institutes nearby  

 

Understand what 

the geographical 

reasons were for 

slavery.  

Describe the 

physical features 

that made people 

want to transport 

slaves.   

Explain why they 

were moved from 

one country to 

another.  

Understand that 

land use in one 

country is different 

to land use in 

another due to 

climate, longitude, 

latitude and 

altitude, physical 

and human 

features  

 

 

Vocabulary  change city, town, house, 

office, shop, same 

different, transport 

Impact, landscape, 

settle, settlement, 

populated, 

Boundaries, 

importance, 

comparison,  

Longitude, 

latitude, location, 

climate, longitude, 

latitude. altitude 



 
 

 

unpopulated, 

human features, 

important, vital 

transport, climate, 

weather  

Spring Living Things 1 Norfolk One Giant Leap Romans Ancient Greeks Ancient Egypt Amazon Basin 

and South 

America 

  Enquiry question 

Why do people 
choose to live in 
Norwich? 

Identify and describe 

the key features of 

Norwich –  

Understand and 

explain why people 

would live in Norwich 

 

Enquiry question  

Why did the 
Americans build 
their space port in 
Florida? 

Understand why the 

location was chosen 

over other locations 

e.g. location, 

population, transport 

links 

Explain why some 

areas are more 

suitable to space ports 

than others. 

Enquiry question 
Why was Italy a 
good base from 
which to build an 
empire? 

Understand the 

impact that living in 

Italy had on the 

Roman empire. 

Explain the links 

between fertile 

ground and 

population.  

Understand the 

difficulties of 

having a large 

empire over 

various terrains. 

Enquiry question 
What are the 
similarities and 
differences 
between living 
in Athens and 
Norwich?  

Find out about: 

physical and 

human features 

focus on 

earthquakes and 

climate, types of 

settlement and 

housing, living in 

the countryside or 

cities 

Explain the 

advantages/ 

disadvantages to 

each place 

 

Enquiry 
question How is 
desertification 
linked to 
climate 
change? What 
issues are 
arising due to 
desertification?  

Understand and 

explain 

desertification 

Understand the 

effects of 

desertification on 

humans and 

animals 

 

Enquiry question 

– how is land use 

in the Amazon 

affected by the 

products we 

buy? How does 

land use affect 

climate change? 

Describe the effects 

of farming on the 

Amazon 

Explain the human 

impact of a 

globalized trade 

system  

Understand that 

choices we make 

affect others.  

 

Vocabulary  Key features  Suitable, location, 

population, transport 

links 

Fertile land, terrain, 

empire 

physical and 

human features 

earthquakes, 

climate, settlement 

housing, 

countryside, cities, 

advantage, 

disadvantage 

Desertification Global, globalised 



 
 

 

Summer 
 

Mini beasts 1 
 

Journeys and 
Explorers 2 

Poles Apart 

 

 

 

Africa Alive 

Enquiry Question – 

How does what we 
do in England affect 
people around the 
world? 

Understand the 

changes in land use 

and changes in 

populations over this 

time  

Understand how 

people’s actions can 

affect not only climate 

change in the UK but 

around the world 

Understand what 

human actions have 

most impact on 

reversing climate 

change 

 

Summer holidays  

Enquiry Question 
– why do people 
chose certain 
places for their 
summer 
holidays? 

Chose a European 

country and discuss 

why it could be a 

holiday destination 

Look at the climate 

in the different 

places and why 

they are important  

Look to the future 

– which countries 

might we be 

visiting more in the 

next few decades? 

Why? What would 

make them more 

attractive (talk 

about climate 

change and the 

warming world, 

studies have 

suggested that the 

South of England 

will be comparable 

to South of France 

now) 

Continents and 
Oceans 

Enquiry Question 
– What changes 
are being seen in 
oceans due to 
climate change? 

Describe the 
changes that are 

happening in the 
ocean  

Understand that 

the oceans are 

being affected 
by humans 

Understand that 

there are things 

we can do to 
help 

 

 

Enquiry 
Question Why 
do people live in 
megacities?  

Locate megacities 

around the world 

Understand the 

impact of living in 

a megacity 

Explain whether 

positives outweigh 

the negatives of 

living in a city?  

Anglo Saxons 

and Vikings 

Enquiry 
question – what 
are the trade 
links between 
the UK and 
Europe, how 
have they 
changed over 
time? 

Understand why 

the UK has trade 

links 

Explain why trade 

links are 

important 

Describe what 

resources do we 

export why 

Explain how has 

this changed over 

time 

Describe the links 

we have with 

other countries 

around the world 

Understand why 

there are 

international trade 

routes.  

 

 

Monsters of 

Nature 

Enquiry question 
– what happens 
at plate 
boundaries? 

Describe what 

happens at plate 

boundaries 

Explain why people 

chose to live on 

plate boundaries 

Understand the 

affect that living on 

a plate boundary 

can have 

Explain why the 

highest Mountains 

and volcanoes 

occur on plate 

boundaries. 

Vocabulary   Population, climate, 

change, human action, 

reversing 

Destination, 
holiday, climate, 
weather 

Megacities, impact, 
negatives, 

positives, oceans, 
global warming 

Trade links, 
export and 

import, 
international 

Plate boundaries, 
mountains, 
volcanoes 



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

Geographical 
skills and 

fieldwork 
(enquiry and 

the application 
of skills in 

observing, 

collecting, 
analysing, 

evaluating and 
communicating 

geographical 

information) 

 By end Y2: 

Show understanding by describing the places 

and features they study using simple 

geographical vocabulary, identifying some 

similarities and differences and simple 

patterns in the environment. 

By end Y4 

Demonstrate their knowledge and understanding 
of the wider world by investigating places beyond 

their immediate surroundings, including human 
and physical features and patterns, how places 

change and some links between people and 

environments. They become more adept at 
comparing places, and understand some reasons 
for similarities and differences. 

 

By end Y6 

Understand in some detail what a number 

of places are like, how and why they are 
similar and different, and how and why 

they are changing. They know about some 
spatial patterns in physical and human 

geography, the conditions which influence 

those patterns, and the processes which 
lead to change. They show some 

understanding of the links between places, 
people and environments. 

Autumn Sound 

and Light 

Festivals 

2 

Dream jobs London Stone Age to Bronze 

Age 

World War II 

 

Final Frontier 

Space Race 

Crime and 

punishment 

   Enquiry Question 

What’s the best route 
to London from my 
school? 

Have some idea of how 

long it takes to travel to 

London by car, bus and 

train and the main 

routes. 

Plan a trip to London – 

what route would you 

take – what form of 

transport would be most 

appropriate -  

Use compass points to 

identify where London is 

in relation to Norwich 

e.g. south 

Evaluation analyzing  

 

 Enquiry Question  

Has land use 
changed in North 
Norfolk 

Observe aerial photos 
of North Norfolk. 

Analyze the changes in 
the use of land from 

the 2nd world war to 
modern day 

Evaluate why the land 
use has changed 

  



 
 

 

Vocabulary   Route, north, south west, 

east, compass 

 Aerial photo, land use   

Spring Living 

Things 1 

Norfolk One Giant Leap Romans Ancient Greeks Ancient Egypt Amazon Basin and 

South America 

  Enquiry 
Question What 
is the local area 
like? 

Use simple 

fieldwork skills to 

study the 

geography of the 

school and its 

grounds. 

Understand and 

talk about the 

human and 

physical features 

of the area 

around their 

school. 

Identify seasonal 

and daily weather 

patterns in the 

local area. 

Carefully track 

and record 

weather patterns 

for a week - 

Observing and 

collecting data 

 Enquiry Question 

How far is it from 
Rome to…….? 

Use GIS to measure the 

distance between Rome 
and other important 

cities in Ancient Rome. 

Ephesus, Antioch, 
Carthage, Londinium, 
Jerusalem, Alexandria,  

  Enquiry Question – 
How does our local 
river system 
compare with the 
Amazon? 

Fieldwork 

Observe the rivers’ 
uses 

Collect data on the 

use of the River 
Wensum 

Evaluate which river is 
more important – 
Amazon or Wensum  

 

Use GIS to measure 
the length of the 

Amazon and its 
tributaries.  

Vocabulary  Geography, field 

study, physical 

features, human 

features, seasonal 

weather, data 

 Distance, GIS   Fieldwork, data, 

evaluate, tributaries 



 
 

 

Summer Mini 

beasts 1 

Journeys 
and 

Explorers 

2 

Poles Apart Africa Alive Summer holidays Continents and 

Oceans 

Anglo Saxons 

and Vikings  

Monsters of Nature 

 -  

 

 Enquiry Question 

What’s the climate 
like in Norwich 

Carefully track and 

devise a system for 

recording the local 

Norwich weather for a 

month compare with the 

weather in the area of 

Africa they are studying 

e.g. temperature and 

rainfall 

Understand that aerial 

photos give a bird’s eye 

view of a country, a 

region, a city, or village. 

Use aerial photos to 

understand and talk 

about the similarities and 

differences between a 

local village and one in 

the African country they 

are studying 

Use compass directions 

to identify whereabouts 

in Africa the place they 

are studying is situated 

e.g. east of Nairobi etc. 

Enquiry Question  

How has climate 
change impacted our 
local area? 

Case study – field trip 

to the coast to see first-

hand what has 

happened and what 

humans are doing to 

stop the changes – 

chose two locations 

visit each and see the 

differences 

Investigate the 

different types of sea 

defenses  

Investigate why some 

areas have stronger sea 

defenses – what helps 

make the choices? 

Study the topography 

of these places has it 

made a difference to 

the seas defenses that 

have been built. 

Observing, analyzing, 

using geographical 

language 

Enquiry Question 

How big are the 

continents? 

Use GSI to measure the 

total size of each of the 

seven continents and 

the 5 oceans. Order 

them.  

Enquiry 

Question  

How has land 

use changed 

over time? 

Use historical OS 

maps from GSI to 

compare Norwich 

and Norfolk now 

and previously 

Look at how land 

use has changed 

in rural areas and 

towns 

Compare land use 

in towns now and 

previously,  

Compare types of 

shops now with 

those 100 years 

ago using OS 

maps to get a 

clearer 

understanding  

Use grid 

references to 

identify and 

describe changes 

 

Collecting / 

analyzing data 

Enquiry Question 

Is there pollution 

near our school? 

Pollution study – 

investigate the levels 

of pollution near 

schools in the HET 

Use observation skills 

to look at different 

types of pollution 

Research using 

computing skills the 

levels of pollution over 

time  

Evaluate whether 

enough is being done 

to keep schools safe 

 

Use GSI to examine 

why people are 

affected by hurricanes 

in different places. 

Look at the 

topography and 

coastlines. 

 



 
 

 

Vocabulary -   aerial photos, bird’s eye 

view, region, city, village, 

compass, similarities, 

differences. 

Case study, fieldwork, 

investigate, sea 

defenses, topography,  

Location, observe, 

analyse, 

Continents, oceans Collecting, 

analyzing data, 

OS maps, GIS, 

land use, rural, 

compare, 

contrast, similar, 

different 

 

Pollution, affected, 

hurricanes, 

topography, 

coastlines, 

observation, research, 

computing, research, 

evaluate 

 

 

 


